IT’S TIME TO PICK THE LETTUCE!
On Wednesday, July 9, 2008 The Needham Community Council Food Pantry was the lucky recipient of the first crop of fresh picked lettuce donated by members of the Needham Community Farm. The farm is the first of its kind in Needham and is run and tended completely with volunteers. All the seeds, fencing, soaker hoses and lime were donated by the Needham Garden Center, while the town’s Recycling Transfer Station donated the compost. The farm is located on school property, adjacent to the Historical Society headquarters and the Newman School. Newman students planted the current crops during the spring. At least 10% of the farm’s output will be donated to the Council which provides food for town residents registered with the Food Pantry.
It was during a very hot, sunny week when Karen Margeson, a member of the Needham Community Farm committee said “it’s time to pick the lettuce”. Debbie Schmill, chair of the committee, and her sister, Stacie Shapiro, each with their two daughters met Karen at the farm and learned how to harvest the lettuce. The heads were full and ready to pick. Becca and Sammi Schmill and Teddi and Jamie Shapiro tasted the lettuce before picking…they said it was delicious and clients of the Council’s Food Pantry agree!
The Needham Community Council supports volunteerism and “people helping people”. Members of the Needham Community Farm are perfect examples of what a group of committed individuals can do to make Needham a healthier and better place to live.

Thanks to all the members of the Needham Community Farm for their support of Needham residents and the Community Council. For more information about the Needham Community Council, visit our website at www.needhamcommunitycouncil.org and for the Needham Community Farm visit www.needhamfarm.org 
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